Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP80T00246A029700020001-0

50X1-HUM

0‘0

<

Next 2 Page(s) In Document Denied

Q"Q?

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP80T00246A029700020001-0



— =Y A _HL\
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/01/12 : CIA-RDP80T00246A029700020001-0

A Guide o the Use of Airborne landings

by Lleutenant.Colonel M. Belov

The growing role of airborne landings in modern battle and in an
- operation and the increase in the relative proportion of motorized
- rifle troops in their composition are mentioned in a number of published
works by eminent specialists in this field#.

It 1s therefore quite obvibusly necesgary that all units and large
units of ground troops should be trained in advance for use in airborme
landings.

However, existing theoretical studies and official documents, as in
the past, entrust the problems on the use of landings mainly to airborne
troops. ' They do not bring out sufficiently the specific features of
landings of motorized rifle troops and, consequently, do not promote their
advance training. » :

As an example, let us take the basic document governing the use of
airborne landings, The !Mnual on the Use of Airborne Troops. The title
alone testifies to the fact that it is entirely directed to airdorne
troops. Although the Manual does state that motorized rifle units (sub-
units) are usually used in the composition of tactical airborne landings,
this is clearly not enocugh.

Similarly, the draft of the Minual on the Field Service of Staffs
and the )anual on the Troop Rear Services, of the Soviet present the
special features of the headquarters, the organization, and the work of
the rear services of airborne troops and not, as one should expect, of
airborne landings.

We consider that under modern conditions the content of such documents
does not answer existing requirements. The need has become urgent to work

i * H. N. Lisov and S. Ye. Rozhdestvenskiy: Airborne landings, Military

- Publishing House, 1959, P. 296; Major-General A. Rudinov: The Use of 50X1-HUM
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out an official guide which will combine the problems of the use of airborne
and motorized rifle troops into an overall theory of airborne landings.

In connection with this, 1t sho:ld also be noted that in the outline
of the new Field Service Remilatinng and in the draft of the !"anuval on
the Field Szxvice of Staffs there is likewise no consideration given to
the changes which have taken place in the practice of airborne landings.

In both these documents consideration 18 once again given to Questions of
the use of airborne troops rather than tc airborne landings.

I% is true that in some sections of the Field Service Re tions
(pp. 15, 19, and 40) there is a discussion of the goal of the use of
airborne lapdings, the bases of their offensive cperations, and their
materiel and medical support. In the remining cases, however, considere
ation is given omly to the landings and operations of an airborne division
(parachute regiment).

_ The rpecial features in operations where troops are used in airborne
landings mos frequently become apparent in the period of training and
after the drop, up to the mament of contact with the enemy. And, in our
opinion, this should be quite fully reflected in a document which

is defining the !'possibility of the use of airborne landings.

Since the problems to be taken up will deal with the use of any ground
troops under highly unusual conditions » Tequiring both special training
and special upport, it would be better to call this document a guide and
not & manual. |

to work up this documeat, it is necessary to call on special-

airborne troops and on officers with experience in the landing
of motorized rifle troops. The main role in investigatirg the problems of
the use of airborne landings in battle and in an operation must be taken by
the Directorate of Airborne Troops, which has well-trained cadres for this
purpose and wh{ich is capable of grasping the whole system 0.’ measures linked

"~ with the use of any units or large units of ground trobps in airborne landings.

. In order
ists from the

Obviously, & single working out of the theory of iirbocrne landings and
@ periodic assignment of specialiste to render aid in the use of a landing
are clearly inadequate. 50X1-HUM
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d to ensure the most
order to achieve widespread axperience an
expedilznt and skilful use of airborne landings, it is neceaaag,dtn our
opinion, to have groups of officers, who are weil-trai;xgg :2: anc o:f':; }
taffs of armies and rronts, and, 2lso, 1O prov pond
:‘l):gt::a:ning assignment of officers of moi.c?ri;:czdt;:f%}e tz:ozzr::r::rzo;:: .
: units and units. After a single Gulce 1O . se ng
’ t::g‘teaeen vorked out and after the combined-arms Jarge units and r:rn:ttr
of ground troops have been supplied with specialists, we may xn Ol
successful training of motorized rifle troops for airborne landings.
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A Guide to the Use of Airborne landings

by Lieutenant.Colonel M. Belov

The growing role of airborne landings in modern battle and in an
operation and the increase in the relative proportion of motorized
rifle troops in their composition are mentioned in a number of published
works by eminent specialists in this fieldx.

It is therefore quite obviously necessary that all units and large
units of ground troops should be trained in advance for use in airborne
landings.

However, existing theoretical studies and official documents, as in
the past, entrust the problems on the use of landings mainly to airborne
troops. They do not bring out sufficiently the specific features of
landings of motorized rifle troops and, consequently, do not promote their
advance training.

As an example, let us take the basic document governing the use of
airborne landings, The Manual on the Use of Airborne Troops. The title
alone testifies to the fact that it is entirely directed to airborne
troops. Although the Manual does state that motorized rifle units (sub-
units) are usually used in the composition of tactical airborne landings,
this is clearly not enough.

Similarly, the draft of the Manual on the Field Service of Staffs
and the Manual on the Troop Rear Services of the Soviet Army present the
special features of the headquarters, the organization, and the work of
the rear services of airborne troops and not, as one should expect, of
airborne landings.

We consider that under modern conditions the content of such documents
does not answer existing requirements. The need has become urgent to work

* N. N. Lisov and S. Ye. Rozhdestvenskiy: Airborne landings, Military
Publishing House, 1959, P. 296; Major-General A. Rudinov: The Use of
Airborne '.{‘roops under Modern Conditions, Collection of Articles of
the Journal "Military Thougtg_ No. 6 (50), 1958, P. L7.
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out an official guide which will combine the problems of the use of airborne
and motorized rifle troops into an overall theory of airborne landings.

In connection with this, it should also be noted that in the outline
of the new Field Service Regulations and in the draft of the Manual on
the Field Service of otafis there is likewise no consideration-given to
the changes which bave taken place in the practice of airborne landings.
In both these documents consideration is once again given to guestions of
the use of airborne troops rather tham to airborne landings.

I% is true that in some sections of the Field Service Regulations
(pp. 15, 19, and 4O) there is a discussion of the goal of the use of
airborne lardings, the bases of their offensive operations, and their
materiel and medical support. In the remaining cases, however, consider-
ation is given only to the landings and operations of an airborne division
(parachute regiment ).

The special features in operations where troops are used in airborne .
landings most frequently become apparent in the period of training and
after the drop, up to the moment of contact with the enemy. And, in our
opinion, this should be quite fully reflected in a document which -
is defining the possibility of the use of airborne landings.

Since the problems tc be taken up will deal with the use of any ground
troops under highly unusual conditioms, requiring both special training
and special support, it would be better to call this document a guide and
not a manual. ~

In order to work up this document, it is necessary to call on special-
ists from the airborne troops and on officers with experience in the landing
of motorized rifle troops. The main role in investigating the problems of
the use of airborne landings in battle and in an operation must be taken by
the Directorate of Airborne Troops, which has well-trained cadres for this
purpose and which is capable of grasping the whole system of measures linked
with the use of any units or large units of ground troops in airborne landings.

Obviously, a single working out of the theory of airborne landings and
a periodic assignment of specialists to render aid in the use of a landing
are clearly inadequate. 50X1-HUM
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In order to achieve widespread experience and to ensure the most
expedient and skilful use of airborne landings, it is necessary, in our
opinion; to have groups of officers, who are well-trained in landings,
on the staffs of armies and tronts, and, also, to provide for a correspond-
ing training assignment of officers of wolorized rifle troops to airborne
large units and units. After a single Cuide Lo the Use of Airborme landings
has been worked out and after the combined-arms large units and formations
of ground troops have been supplied with specialists, we may count on the
successful training of motorized rifle troops for airborne landings.
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